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MONTH{S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 


Period for Reply 
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OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-33, 65-91, 101 and 105, drawn to a test circuit having a primary winding 
with parallel extending portion of at least two spatial wavelengths, classified in 

class 324, subclass 232. 

II. Claim 34, drawn to an apparatus with a primary winding and one or more sense 
windings located in a separate plane from the primary winding, classified in class 
324, subclass 243. 

2. III. Claims 3 5-63 and 92- 1 00, drawn to a test circuit with a meandering primary 

winding and a sense element, classified in class 324, subclass 239. 

3 . IV. Claim 64, drawn to a test apparatus having concentric circular wending and sense 

wending, classified in class 324, subclass 243. 

4. V. Claims 102-104, drawn to a method of creating a magnetic field, classified in class 

324, subclass 228. 

5. VI. Claims 1 06- 1 2 1 , drawn to a method of monitoring damage at a fastener, classified 

in class 324, subclass 240. 

6. VII. Claims 122-125, drawn to a method of estimating material properties, classified in 

class 702, subclass 38. 

7. VIII. Claims 1 26-1 44, drawn to a method of fabricating a damage standard, classified in 

class 29, subclass 592.1. 

8 . The inventions are distinct, each fi-om the other because : 


Page 3 

Application/Control Number: 09/666,524 
Art Unit: 2862 


9. 


tove„.io„s I-IV and V-Vm a« related as process ^d apparatus for its practice. Tire 
i„ven,ionsaredistinc.ifitcan>>esho»..atei,her:(.,theprocessasc,ai,nedcanbeprac«cedby 

another nrateHaliy ditTerent apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as Cainaed can be used to 
p«ticc another and ntateriaiiy different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case each of the 
methods claimed can be practiced by any one of the apparatus claimed. 
,0. ,.e inventions I-VIII each embody separate inventive concepts capable of supporUng 

separate patents. 

, , . Because the inventions are distinct for the reasons above and the complete search for each 
invention is different restriction for examination, purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advisM ttat dre reply to this re,uirement to be conaplete must include an 
«o„ of the invention to be examined even though the re,uirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 

,3 Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non.lec.ed invention *e 

i„ve„torship must be amended . compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b, if one or more of the cur«n.y 
namedinventorsisnolongeraninventorofatleas.oneclaimremainingintheapplica.on. Any 

„c„dme„.ofinven.orshipn,ustbeaccompaniedbyape*nunder37CPR..«(b)andby*e 

fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(1). 


* # 
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14. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Walter Snow at 
telephone number (703) 305-49 11 . 



Snow/nt w 

WALTER E. SNOW 

2-21-02 


